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Introduction

They call NAS Miramar ‘Fightertown USA’, and
with good reason. The sprawling Naval Air
Station, some ten miles north of San Diego,
California, is home base to almost half of the US
Navy's carrier fighter squadrons. When these
spectacular F-14 Tomecais aren't deployed at sea
on their aircraft carriers, they're flying daily out
of Mi - ising fleet i

over the Pacific Ocean or yanking and banking
in mock degfights over the nearby desert. The
traffic pattern around Miramar comes to life in
the pre-dawn darkness, and things seldom cuiet
back down until alter midnight.

And then there's Top Gun. The Navy Fighter
‘Weapons School, begun after several dismal
years of lacklustre dogfighting results over the
skies of North Vietnam, is based in Hangar One
at Miramar. The Navy's best fighter jocks come
to Miramar in their F-14s, FjA-18s, and F-4s for a
lightning-paced f k course of i i
designed to make them a quantum jump better.
Next door to Top Gun is the lair of the VF-126
‘Bandits’, the resident bad guys, who simulate
enemy fighter tactics in their souped-up A-4
Skyhawks and, since late 1987, in the all-but-
unbeatable F-16N Falcon. A Navy F-14 driver
who can handle himself in a furball with the Tep
Gun and the p Gomers of
VF-126 can probably do it right against any
aerial threat in the world.

The base regulars are joined on the runways
by scores ol visitors every day. The Miramar
squadrons love to mix it up with other fighters
based in the American southwest, and the
friendly adversaries gather at the base for
before-and-after briefings. One might see F/A-18
Hornets from NAS Lemoore and the Marine base
at El Toro, Harrier jump-jets from the Marine
desert base at Yuma, Arizona, Air Force F-15s
and F-16s out of fields in Phoenix and Las Vegas.

Also humming around the pattern are several
squadrons of E-2C Hawkeyes, stately twin
turboprops wearing rotating 24-foot radomes.

Few American bases can beast this intense
level of tactical activity, day after day. It's a bird-
watcher's dream. Let's get out on the ramp and
see what's happening.

A word of warning: all US military bases are
restricted to visitors, and access to flight lines is
extremely difficult to arrange. Our thanks to the
public affairs office at Miramar, in the persons of
Lt Cmdr Ellis Wounmn and Lt Jeff Britton, for
showing us around.

George Hall has been photographing and
writing about American military aircraft for
twenty years, He's accumulated thousands of
photo hours in over a hundred different military
and civilian aircraft types—everything from
blimps to the hottest Mach 2 fighters. His other
books include: CV: Carrier Aviation (Presidio
Press); USAFE: A Primer of Modern Air Combat
in Europe (Presidio Press); Red Flag: Air Combar
for the Eighties (Presidio Press); Marine Air: First
to Fight (Presidio Press); Top Gun: The Navy
Fighter Weapons School (Presidio Press); and
Total Force: Flying with America's Reserve And
Guard (Thomasson-Grant).

Ph phs were taken ly with Nikon
cameras and lenses ranging from 16 mm fisheyes
to 500 mm teleph With few ions, the

film of choice is Kodachrome 64 ul.idnrﬁl-m.

Right A Stuffed’ E-28 Hawkeye radar-warning bird
near Miramar’'s north gate. Plane s painted in colours
of VAW-110, the west coast Hawkeye Replacement Air
Group (RAG)
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Hot Hornets

Left COR Jon 'Pops’ Green, youthful
skipper of VFA-303, the Navy's first
reserve squadron fo check out in
the F/A-18 Homet (background)

aircraft’s range





















Preceding pages A two-ship of Navy Hornet ds for the Yu
ACM (air combat manoeuvring) range, about 128 km Mira

This page The versatile Hornet doubles as a strike bomboer as well as a
atb fighter aircraft. This Navy Reserve bird sports empty multiple-ejecior
bemb racks as it returns from a desert bombing range




plugs into the KC-10's trailing fuel basket ker ‘track
Ocean west of Miramar

Hornet of VFA-15 "Valions® i assigned to the air wing of the
new nuclear carrier USS Theodor I







Reserve Hornets pose beneath the refuelling window
of an Air Force KC-10 tanker












of VMFA-32:
below the
argo ramp of its companion
Marine KC-130 Horcules tanker over
the Pacific tan track
















Preceding pages and these pages







This page and overleaf The Navy's crack flight demonstration team, the @
Blup Angels, transitionsd in 1887 to the F/A-18 Hornet aftor & decade of

performing in the litle A-4 Skyhawk. These shots were taken at Miramar's
annual summer open house and air show















A Marine Hornat runs through ground checks at Miramar prior fo a night
intercept hop



Marine Capt Tim “Tiny' Timm (tiny, of course, at & & 4 in) checks hix dimmy :
Sidowindes before a dawn launch
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Adversary Falcons

Navy ad aq and Top Gun
are now flying the F-16N Falcon, permiting them o
simulate the honest bad quys around













Above Civilian-coniract mechanics service the Falcons of the Top Gun
and of the VF-125 ‘Bandits’, Miramar's resident aggressor squadron

Left and overleaf Top Gun dogfighting maestro Ted ‘Pyro’ Hendricks fires
up and hoads for the Yuma range, there to make mincemeat of a hapless
student







This page Adversary F-16 is joined by a huge F-14
Tomeat for the cumomary landing ‘break’ over the
Miramas runway. The Falcan i not all that small; it's
the Tomeat that's enoymous




Aggressor F-5s

Highly-regarded F-5E Tigers are now being retired at
Miramar as the new F-16Ns arrive. These Top Gun
birds, done up in various Middle Eastern and Warsaw
Pact camouflage schemes, will relocate to the lan-
growing Naval Air Station at Fallon, Nevada
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Main Picture Tweo-seat Top Gun
F-6F waita with o Navy A-4 Skyhawlk
as a Beach C-12 exscutivis transport
dawdles in on an instrument
approach

Inset Civilian Northrop mechanic

ives the ‘light up' sign to Top Gun
wxecutive officer LCDR Tom “Otter’
Onterbein in his F-5E







Left Top Gun A-4 gots waved off for
another ge-around when a large
transport is slow in clearing the
active Tunway

Right LCDR Roger "Muff®
Dadiamoff, adversary A-4 pilot with
Miramar's Reserve Gomer
squadron, VC-13

Below A Navy et pilot's first carrier
landings will be made in a T-2
Buckeye trainer (loreground), The
sizdent will then transition to the
much hotter A-4 Skyhawk
(background) for the remainder of
his advanced jet training










Right A Top Gun A-4 Mongoose,
fited with a huge Pran & Whitnoy
P-B engine, lights the wick lor
takeof

Below Although designed as a low-
level attack plane, the Adisa
fearsome dogfighter in expert
hands. The Top Gun jets have bean
stripped of all extra weight and
stffed with large P-8 engines,
allowing them to stay in the fight
with just about anyone

Far right During the filming of Top
Gun over the California desert,
‘Teeman’s’ F-14 is trailed by Top
Gun skipper ‘Viper' in an A-4
Mengoosa










Tap Gun and VF-128 Skyhawks St
await their mounts as an E-2 e
= < Hawkeye shoots approachgs-
o



Left VF-126 Bandit birds carry red Below and right Top Gun and VF-
stars and large nose numbers in the 126 A-4s are among the oldes! jets
Soviet mode

in the entire Navy inventory. They
are beautifully maintained despite
their age, but they require hage
amounts of maintenance o keep
them operational in the harsh ACM
environment







warpaint

ft around

















































Below A RAG Tomcat done up in imaginary squadron markings for the
maovie Top Gun. Maverick's nemisia Lt Tom ‘logman’ Kazansky is at the
stick

Left RAG Tontcat turns and bu'm; d‘url.nq thg filming of Top Gun

Preceding pages and main

picture Tamcat of one of Miyamas's
wo Naval Reserve squadions, the
', posas for the %

r ovorthe Yama ACM %










These pages, ov:
following pages
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Top photos Tomeat of the VF-124
RAG painted up especially for the
1887 air show four. Miramar is
known throughout American 1
aviation as ‘Fightertown USA"

Left RAG Tomeat practices touch-
and-go landings in the background
as an east-coast F-14 awaits its Top
Gun student crew

Opposite below and left
Impoccable F-14 of east coast
squadron VF-84 ‘Jolly Rogers'
parked on the Top Gun student
ramp. Zoro-zero, or ‘double nuts’,
designation, on tail, indicates thar
this is the aircraft of the carrier’s
chief pilot, the Commander of the
Air Group, or CAG







Insot Top Gun classes are like a
navy Bghter pilot convention. Bird
on jeft is from VF-41 ‘Black Aces’,
ke outfit that bagged two Libyan
Fittors in the Gulf of Sidra, The
others, lofl to right: VF-102
‘Daamandbacks’, VF-33
‘Sarfighters', VF-84 ‘Jolly Rogers”

Main picture Typical student ramp
during & Top Gun class will see
visiting birds from as many as tan
different F-14, F/A-18, and (fof a
shart while longer) F-4 squadrons










A Tomeat of one of the long-time
resident Miramar squadrons, the
VF-211 ‘Checkmates”



is towed bac
student line

Left Two Skyhawk pil 2 VF
126 “Bandits’ walk in af of
doghighting. Note mock So
insigrua on r blue flight suits







wver a hundred

3y,
re the mile-long ramp




Below East coast F-14 Temeat
arrives at the start of a five-week
Top Gun class







This page







Reservist LCDR George Korson runs
two manafacturing businesses in San
Deigo as well as fiying several umes
a week with VFP-302 “Stallions’
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Top Carved-wood logo of the Navy
Fighter Weapens School—Tog
Gun—shows a Commie MiG-21 in
deep kim chi

Middle Seated
Dishart's Top Gun F-
Capt Joa Leister, guest insirue
the Top Gun faculty

Bottom VF-302 skipper ‘Tiger' Kers
about to taxi out

Far left A trio of AIM-T Sparrow
radar-gui air-to-air m
being loaded onte a Miramar F-14
for a live shoot over the Pacific

missile ran




1 Miramar. The
squadron flight
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Mid-range Sparrow -
Pacific Ocean west of Miramar, Shooter §

air missile is fired at a pilotless drone over the
a Tomeat of VF-302 ‘Suallions"







Main picture Miramar's ofhor
tanants, aside from the Gghters, are
the Grumman E-2C Hawkeye
airborne early-warning craft. The
bird lifting off is anached to VAW-
114 'Hormel Hawgs'

This picture Miramar Tomcats snap
into a perfect 4G break over the
carrier USS Constellation




Tomeat slips in over the strobes as dusk settles on Miramar










On the boat

On the boat Model builders love the VF-21
“Freelancers’, a Tomcal squadron that hangs on by the
hingernails to the old-fashioned shiny enamael paint.
This beautiful specimen Is circling its home away from
home, the USS Constellation




Top left Catapult officer on
Connie gives the classic ‘launch’
signal to an F-14. The 30-ton
bird will accelerate past 150
mph in just over 2 seconds

Bottom left ‘Fre
Tomeat tak
aboard C

s a o




\






















/

-

P






Above A gag ar and radic  Right ‘Hormel Hawgs' E Last page Marine ' Roserve
antennas are contained inside the approaches the boat. All Navy pilots F-4 Phantom blasts ou!
Hawkeye's rotating dome. The have high regard for Hummer into a may

drivers, since the plane is infamous

amar
hless Pacific sunset
track anythi for three-axis squirreliness in the
above the ome 3 million landing configuration

cubic miles of airspace










Osprey’s new SUPERBASE series takes
the enthusiast behind the scenes on the
world's major airbases. This up-front series
features spectacular, exclusive colour
photography from aviation’s camera sharp-
shooters. If you want to get inside the
perimeter fence to see today’s combat aircraft
in their natural habitat, the SUPERBASE
series is literally where it's at. Here's what's
happening on the Miramar ramp today . ..

Future SUPERBASE titles:
NELLIS - RAMSTEIN - DECI
MILDENHALL + COLD LAKE - EL TORO
CHERRY POINT - EDWARDS - YUMA

Sole distributors for the USA

(ickrbookis nkrnational)
usa

Orwrwnls, Wikt oeman 5S40,
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